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tant office as the Sadr-i-kul was considered to be one of the
members of the King's ministry through whom passed all
the proceedings concerning the charitable grants of lands
conferred by the State. In 1665 (1075 H.) Khwaja eAbid was
raised to the rank of 4,000 zat, and 1,500 horse, and an ele-
phant was given to him.1 He held the office of Sadr-i-kul for
nearly six years.

In 1668 (1078 H.) he was replaced in this office by Rizwi
Khan, son of Sheikh Mirak, and was sent to Ajmer as
governor of the Province.2 He remained there for nearly
three years, and was transferred thence to the governorship of
Multan where he remained for four years. During this time he
enjoyed the full confidence of the Emperor, as is shown by
the fact that in the thirteenth year of his reign (1671), the
latter distributed special robes of honour to those in whom he
reposed the greatest trust, and Khwaja cAbid was one of the
recipients; the others being Asad Khan (later known as
Jumdat-ul-Mulk, Prime Minister of Aurangzib), Murtaza
Khan, Hasan CA1I Khan, and Tahir Khan. Early in 1676,
Khwaja 'Abid was summoned by the Emperor to repair to
the capital where he was entrusted with the leadership of the
Hajj party going to Mecca. The leader of the Hajj party was
appointed every year by the Emperor himself. He used to
carry the royal presents to Mecca and Medina. At the time
of his departure, Khwaja eAbid received a special robe of
honour from the Emperor. Generally, the persons appointed
for this mission were those who enjoyed a high reputation for
their learning and piety.3

After his return from Mecca, Khwaja cAbid repaired to the
court where he remained till August 1679, when the Emperor
marched to Rajputana to restore order and establish his
authority in that part of the country.

The death of Maharaja Jaswant Singh, who had been
reinstated in his rank at the intercession of Mirza Raja Jai
Singh and had been appointed to the command of the
frontier outpost, occasioned a rising in Rajputana which
resulted in a long-drawn-out war. Maharaja Jaswant Singh
had left no son, therefore, the Emperor decided to annex the
Mfirwar State. He refused to recognize Ajit Singh, his posthu-
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